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In a survey released in late September, the official statistics agency (Instituto de Geografia,
Estadistica e Informatica, INEGI) reported that 2,056 maquiladora plants were operating in Mexico
as of June of this year, a net decline of 156 plants relative to June of 1993. The survey did not specify
reasons for the decline in maquiladora plant numbers. Nevertheless, President Carlos Salinas de
Gortari's administration had made a concerted effort since taking office to reduce the role of the
maquiladora sector in the Mexican economy in favor of attracting plants with full manufacturing
capabilities, which clearly contributed to the drop in maquiladora plants.
According to a study released by INEGI in early October, the contribution of the maquiladora sector
toward Mexico's GDP has "stagnated" at 6% during President Salinas's administration. According
to the study, government loans and credit guarantees to the maquiladora sector as a whole have
declined by about 32.5% since 1991.
Still, notwithstanding the decline in number of plants, INEGI reports that employment in the
maquiladora sector totaled 581,541 workers as of June, which represented an increase of 5.3% from
a year ago. Of the total maquiladora plants, roughly 1,696 are located in the states of Baja California,
Sonora, Chihuahua, Coahuila, Nuevo Leon, and Tamaulipas, all of which border the US. Baja
California has 752 maquiladora plants the largest number of any state most of which are located
in or near Tijuana. Nearly three in four of the maquiladora plants are involved in the manufacture
and/or assembly of four categories of products: clothing and other textile products, electronics and
domestic appliances, furniture, and transportation equipment.
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